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clear that, as in the past, so in the present too we shall not succ-
eed in impressing the people with speeches and writings as effective-
ly as we can with work. It is my humble prayer to the Bhagini
Samaj that it should attach the first importance to quiet work.

It is a huge waste if, from all these books which people read,
nothing is put into practice. Try, therefore, to act upon at least
an ounce of what you read in books rather than attempt to read
a ton-load of them.

I do not want to name the many sciences there are in the
world, but it is safe to believe that you have grasped the meaning
of any science to the extent that you put it into practice.

It is not proper that we pay no attention to acting on the
numerous pledges that we take. Any pledge once taken should
be scrupulously kept, at the cost of one's life if necessary.

Let your life be governed by high ideals. In Rome, the
ideals themselves changed, but in India we have still not for-
gotten ours. Whether Hindus or Muslims, we are all heirs to our
forefathers. We can hope to preserve that heritage only by con-
stantly fixing our attention on high ideals of life. With our fore-
fathers, aspiration for goodness was the central motive of their life,
but it seems to have vanished from us. Wherever we turn, we find
hypocrisy. We have got into the habit of resorting to lies in every
small matter. We must root that out and fill our lives with truth.

Tour humble brother,

MOHANDAS KARAMCHAND GANDHI
[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 6-10-1921

103.   DHARMA OR "ADHARMA" ?
I invariably start and prick up my ears when, at times, even
well-wishers or others who believe in non-co-operation come
out with difficult questions and tell of their bitter experience.
What follows is the gist of a letter from a friend who has been
moved to write out of love. He has the country's good at heart,
and is no coward. Dharma is dear to him, while his experience
of human nature is considerable. I give here in my own words
the substance of his letter as far as I can recollect it.
While no one questions your intentions and your means
too are clean, would you say that what you advocated with
regard to students was altogether wise? Is' it possible to be